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JANUARY	
	

Platform	experts	hold	a	guided	tour	for	MEPs	in	the	House	of	European	
History	on	10	January	in	Brussels	
	
Platform	 experts	 lead	 by	 Paweł	 Ukielski,	 deputy	 director	 of	 the	 Warszaw	
Uprising	 Museum,	 in	 presence	 of	 Platform	 President	 Lukasz	 Kamiński,	 held	
guided	 tour	 for	 7	 MEPs	 from	 the	 EPP	 Group	 on	 10	 January.	 Members	 of	 the	
European	Parliament	visited	the	permanent	exhibition	of	the	House	of	European	
History	 (HEH)	 in	 Brussels	 with	 a	 number	 of	 Platform	 experts	 who	 in	 2017	
introduced	 critical	 report	 on	 the	 exhibition.	 The	MEP	 group	 included	Michaela	
Šojdrová	 (CZ),	 Pavel	 Svoboda	 (CZ),	 Milan	 Zver	 (SI),	 Sabine	 Verheyen	 (DE),	
György	Schöpflin	(HU),	Bogdan	Wenta	(PL),	and	Algirdas	Saudargas	(LT).	
	
+	picture	
	

Platform	hands	over	new	evidence	 to	Bavarian	prosecutors	 in	 the	case	of	
the	1986	killing	of	Johann	Dick	by	Czechoslovak	border	guards	

At	a	meeting	held	on	18	January	2018	in	Weiden,	the	Platform	handed	over	new	
evidence	 to	 Bavarian	 prosecutors	 in	 the	 case		
of	 the	 killing	 of	 West–German	 citizen	 Johann	 Dick	 who	 was	 shot	 and	 killed		
by	 Czechoslovak	 border	 guards	 in	 1986.	 The	 files	 of	 the	 former	 Czechoslovak	
secret	police	were	unknown	to	the	Bavarian	investigators	until	then.	

Researchers	of	the	Platform	found	new	evidence	in	the	secret	police	archives	of	
former	Communist	Czechoslovakia	which	might	help	shed	new	light	on	the	case	
of	 Johann	 Dick,	 a	 retired	 Bundeswehr	 army	 officer	 who	 was	 shot	 dead	 by	
Czechoslovak	border	guards	while	on	a	weekend	hike	in	the	border	region	on	18	
September	1986.	In	an	attempt		to	conceal	the	crime,	the	border	guards	dragged	
the	wounded	man	 onto	 Czechoslovak	 territory,	where	 he	 died	 in	 hospital.	 The	
Bavarian	investigators	 	at	the	time	did	not	have	access	to	documents	about	the	
crime	 created	 by	 the	 Communist	 regime’s	 secret	 police.	 They	 were	 made	
accessible	to	the	public		by	law	of	the	Czech	Republic	only	in	2008.		

“The	 Cooperation	 of	 the	 Platform	with	 the	 Bavarian	 state	 criminal	 investigation	
office	 shows	 how	 important	 the	 unrestricted	 access	 to	 the	 files	 of	 former	
Communist	security	apparatus	is.	It	is	not	only	about	scientific	research	or	knowing	
the	 truth,	 but	 about	 justice	 for	 the	 victims,	 too“,	 says	 Platform	 President		
Dr	Łukasz	Kamiński.	

+	picture	
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FEBRUARY	
	
Competition	for	a	proposal	of	a	Pan–European	Memorial	for	the	Victims	of	
Totalitarianism	in	Brussels:	Jury	will	choose	from	39	professional	entries	
	
The	Platform	 informed	on	5	 February	 that	 the	 competition	 for	 a	 proposal	 of	 a	
Pan–European	 Memorial	 for	 the	 Victims	 of	 Totalitarianism	 in	 Brussels,	
announced	by	the	Platform	of	European	Memory	and	Conscience	in	April	2017,	
has	yielded	thirty-nine	entries	from	artists	and	architects.	The	entries	had	been	
forwarded	to	the	Jury,	which	included	EC	Commissioner	for	Education,	Culture,	
Youth	 and	 Sport,	 the	 Deputy	Mayor	 of	 Brussels,	 the	 Chairman	 of	 the	 Brussels	
Urban	Art	Committee	and	several	authors	of	existing	memorials.	

The	goal	was	 to	propose	a	 first–ever	pan–European	memorial	 for	all	victims	of	
20th	century	totalitarianism	in	Europe	on	the	Place	Jean	Rey,	in	the	heart	of	the	
European	district	in	Brussels.	The	Memorial	should	also	celebrate	the	process	of	
European	 integration	 as	 an	 achievement	 made	 possible	 by	 learning	 from	 the	
lessons	of	the	past.	

Sixty-eight	 contestants	 from	 thirty-two	 countries	 of	 Europe,	 North	 and	 South	
America,	 Asia,	 Africa	 and	 the	 Middle	 East	 had	 registered	 for	 the	 competition.	
Thirty–nine	anonymous	entries	received	by	the	15	January	2018	deadline	were	
forwarded	 to	 a	 Jury	 which	 includes	 EU	 Commissioner	 Navracsics,	 Deputy	
Mayor	 of	 Brussels	 Mr	 Geoffroy	 Coomans	 de	 Brachène;	 Chairman	 of	 the	
Brussels	 Urban	 Art	 Committee	 Mr	 André–François	 Lovinfosse;	 Mr	Michael	
Arad,	author	of	The	National	September	11	Memorial	&	Museum	in	New	York;	
Ms	Julie	Beckman	and	Mr	Keith	Kaseman,	authors	of	the	Pentagon	Memorial	in	
Virginia,	 USA;	 and	 Mr	 Andrea	 Grottaroli,	 author	 of	 the	 Jewish	 Deportation	
Museum	in	Borgo	San	Dalmazzo,	Italy.	The	winning	entries	will	be	presented	in	
the	European	Parliament	in	April	2018.	

The	competition	website:	www.memorialbrussels.eu	.	

“The	 large	 number	 of	 participants	 and	 entries	 in	 our	 competition	 is	 a	 very	 good	
sign.	 It	 proves	 that	 remembrance	 of	 the	 victims	 of	 totalitarian	 systems	 is	 of	
importance	 not	 only	 for	 their	 families	 or	memory	 institutions,	 but	 also	 for	many	
other	 people,	 including	 artists	 and	 architects.	 The	 contestants	 used	 their	 own	
sensitivity,	professional	skills	and	experience	to	create	a	symbol	of	the	tragic	fate	of	
the	victims	for	Europe’s	capital,”	says	Platform	President	Dr.	Łukasz	Kamiński.	

	
Norman	 Foster	 joins	 the	 jury	 of	 Platform’s	 Competition	 for		
a	Proposal	of	a	Pan–European	Memorial	for	the	Victims	of	Totalitarianism	
in	Brussels	
	
The	Platform	of	European	Memory	and	Conscience	announced	on	15	February	
that	world–renowned	British	architect	Lord	Norman	Foster	has	joined	the	jury		
of	the	Competition	for	a	proposal	for	a	Pan–European	Memorial	for	the	Victims		
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of	 Totalitarianism	 in	 Brussels.	 The	 announcement	 of	 the	 winners	 of	 the	
competition	was	planned	for	the	middle	of	March	2018.	

Lord	 Foster,	 famous	 award–winning	 architect,	 author	 of	 many	 outstanding	
projects	 such	 as	 the	 reconstructed	 German	 Bundestag	 in	 Berlin,	 has	 offered		
to	 join	 the	 jury	 for	 the	 competition	 organised	 by	 the	 Platform.	 Lord	 Foster	
accepted	the	invitation	to	become	a	member	of	the	international	jury,	saying	that	
the	 issue	 of	 extremism	 and	 the	 importance	 of	 Europe	 were	 truly	 close	 to	 his	
heart.	

“It	 is	 a	 great	 honour	 for	 our	 Platform	 and	 the	 contestants,	 but	 above	 all	 it	 is	a	
gesture	 of	 great	 support	 for	 the	 idea	 of	 creating	 an	 international	 monument	
devoted	 to	 the	 victims	 of	 totalitarian	 regimes,”	 says	 Platform	 President	Łukasz	
Kamiński.	

The	 competition,	 organised	 by	 the	 Platform,	 was	 held	 under	 the	 patronage	 of	
European	 Parliament	 President	 Mr	 Antonio	 Tajani,	 of	 EU	 Commissioner	 for	
Education,	 Culture,	 Youth	 and	 Sport	 Mr	 Tibor	 Navracsics	 and	 of	 the	
Ambassador	of	the	Czech	Republic	to	Belgium		Mr	Jaroslav	Kurfürst.	

+	picture	screen	web	
	
	
Justice	2.0	working	meeting	in	Prague	on	27-28	February	2018	
	
Twenty-six	representatives	of	governmental	and	non-governmental	institutions	
and	organisations	from	Albania,	Bulgaria,	Czech	Republic,	Estonia,	France,	
Germany,	Latvia,	Poland,	Romania	Slovakia,	Slovenia	and	Switzerland	convened	
in	Prague	on	27-28	February	2018	for	a	working	meeting	of	the	JUSTICE	2.0	
project.	The	participants	discussed	the	current	situation	and	further	steps	in	the	
project	with	members	of	the	International	Legal	Advisor	Team	of	the	Platform	
and	exchanged	the	information	about	the	project	development	in	their	countries.	
	
The	purpose	of	the	JUSTICE	2.0	project	is	to	raise	international	awareness	about	
the	issue	of	unpunished	international	crimes	of	Communism	and	to	contribute	to	
finding	ways	to	achieving	international	justice	for	these	crimes.		
+	pictures	 	
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MARCH	

Joachim	Gauck	received	the	Ján	Langoš	Award	
	
Former	 German	 Federal	 President	 Mr	 Joachim	 Gauck	 received	 the	 Ján	 Langoš	
Award	 at	 a	 ceremony	 held	 on	 Monday	 26	 March	 in	 Bratislava,	 Slovakia.	
Mr	 Joachim	 Wilhelm	 Gauck	 is	 a	 former	 Lutheran	 pastor	 who	 came	 to	
prominence	 as	 an	 anti-communist	 civil	 rights	 activist	 in	 East	 Germany.	 From	
1990	to	2000	he	served	as	first	Federal	Commissioner	for	the	Stasi	Records	and	
from	2012	to	2017	as	President	of	Germany.	
	
“Ján	Langoš	was	a	man	of	values;	he	showed	it	in	all	of	his	public	activity.	President	
Joachim	Gauck	is	also	a	great	man	of	values.	In	the	case	of	both	men	this	attitude	is	
deeply	rooted	in,	among	other	things,	their	personal	experience	of	dealing	with	the	
totalitarian	past.	I’m	proud	that	the	Platform	of	European	Memory	and	Conscience	
was	 a	 co-organiser	 of	 this	 important	 event,”	 said	 Platform	 President	 Łukasz	
Kamiński.	
	
The	 goal	 of	 the	 Ján	 Langoš	 Foundation	 is	 to	 support	 initiatives	 of	 citizens	 that	
show	civil	courage	in	the	fight	for	democratic	values	and	in	disclosing	the	truth	
about	 totalitarian	 regimes.	 Former	 recipients	 of	 the	 Ján	 Langoš	Award	 include	
Árpád	 Göncz	 (2008),	 His	 Holiness	 the	 Dalai	 Lama	 (2009),	 Cuban	 dissident	
organisation	 Ladies	 in	 White	 (2010),	 Václav	 Havel	 (2011),	 Sandra	 Kalniete	
(2013),	and	Ján	Sokol	(2016).	
	
The	 ceremony	 was	 organised	 by	 the	 Ján	 Langoš	 Foundation,	 a	 member	
organisation	of	the	Platform.	The	Platform	of	European	Memory	and	Conscience	
was	co-organiser	of	the	event.	
+	pictures	
	
	
British–Chinese	 Architect	 Tszwai	 So	 Wins	 Platform’s	 Competition	 for	 a	
Proposal	of	a	Pan–European	Memorial	for	the	Victims	of	Totalitarianism	in	
Brussels	
	
The	Platform	of	European	Memory	and	Conscience	announced	on	28	March	2018	
the	winners	 of	 its	 competition	 for	 a	 proposal	 of	 a	Pan–European	Memorial	 for	
the	Victims	of	Totalitarianism	in	Brussels!	

The	goal	of	the	project	was	to	propose	the	first–ever	pan–European	memorial	for	
all	victims	of	20th	century	totalitarianism		in	Europe	on	the	Place	Jean	Rey,	in	the	
heart	of	the	European	district	in	Brussels.	

Thirty–nine	anonymous	entries	 from	all	over	 the	world	were	 forwarded	 to	 the	
Jury	members,	 including,	 among	 others:	 EU	Commissioner	Tibor	Navracsics;	
Deputy	 Mayor	 of	 Brussels	 Mr	 Geoffroy	 Coomans	 de	 Brachène;	 world–
renowned	British	 architect	Lord	Norman	Foster;	 and	Ms	 Julie	Beckman	and	
Mr	Keith	Kaseman,	authors	of	the	Pentagon	Memorial	in	Virginia,	USA.	
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After	careful	consideration,	the	Jury	have	announced	the	top	3	laureates:	in	first	
place	 Tszwai	 So,	 Spheron	 Architects,	 London,	 UK;	 in	 second	 place	 Sabina	
Tanovic	 &	 Dario	 Kristic,	 Netherlands;	 in	 third	 place	Mantas	 Maziliauskas,	
Povilas	Šorys,	Gitana	Stankiene,	Klaipeda,	Lithuania.	

“First	of	all,	I	would	like	to	warmly	thank	all	contestants	for	their	commitment	and	
their	sincere	compassion	for	the	victims.	I	do	believe	that	the	monument	will	serve	
as	a	touching	reminder	of	the	fate	of	the	victims	and	a	warning	against	any	kind	of	
totalitarianism,”	says	Platform	President	Łukasz	Kamiński.	

+	pictures	of	3	designs
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APRIL	
	
Presentation	of	Winners	of	Platform’s	Competition	for	a	Proposal	of	a	Pan–
European	Memorial	for	the	Victims	of	Totalitarianism	in	Brussels	
	
The	presentation	of	the	top–ten	ranking	entries	in	the	Platform’s	competition	for	
a	 proposal	 of	 a	 Pan–European	 Memorial	 for	 the	 Victims	 of	 Totalitarianism		
in	 Brussels	 took	 place	 on	 25	 April	 at	 the	 European	 Parliament		
in	Brussels,	in	courtesy	of	Mr	László	Tökés,	MEP.	

The	 goal	 of	 the	 competition	 was	 to	 propose	 the	 first–ever	 pan–European	
memorial	 for	all	victims	of	20th	century	 totalitarianism	 in	Europe	on	 the	Place	
Jean	Rey,	in	the	heart	of	the	European	district	in	Brussels.	The	memorial	will	also	
celebrate	the	process	of	European	integration	as	an	achievement	made	possible	
by	learning	from	the	lessons	of	the	past.	

The	presentation	 included	 the	designs	 that	won	 first	 place	by	Tszwai	 So	 from	
the	United	Kingdom,	 second	place	 by	Sabina	Tanovic	 and	Dario	Kristic	 from	
the	Netherlands,	third	place	by	Mantas	Maziliauskas,	Povilas	Šorys	and	Gitana	
Stankiene	 from	 Lithuania,	 as	 well	 as	 the	 seven	 entries	 that	 gained	 fourth		
to	 tenth	 place	 (Ieva	 Žukauskaité,	Henrikas	 Žukauskas,	 Kestutis	Astrauskas	 and	
Kestutis	 Musteikis;	 Grega	 Vezjak;	 Voytek	 Gorczynski,	 Janusz	 Kapusta	 and	
Andrzej	 Pawlik;	 Nika	 Zupančič;	Maruxa	 Touceda	 and	 Ángel	 de	 la	 Rubia;	 Denis	
Viktorovich	Koutylov;	Jordi	Comas	Mora	and	Anna	Pont	Armengo.)	

The	representatives	of	Czech,	Lithuanian	and	Polish	embassies	were	present,	as	
well	as	Members	of	European	Parliament	Milan	Zver	and	Petras	Auštrevičius.	

“I	strongly	believe	that	our	competition	is	a	crucial	step	on	the	way	to	realising	this	
project	and	we	will	have	the	opportunity	to	meet	at	the	ceremony	for	launching	the	
memorial	in	the	near	future,”	said	Platform	President	Łukasz	Kamiński.	

“It	 is	 natural	 that	 we	 will	 have	 a	 monument	 commemorating	 the	 victims		
of	totalitarian	regimes,	as	the	death	of	the	victims	was	created	by	terror,	hate	and	
those	killing	systems	which	produced	millions	of	crimes	are	also	condemned	by	the	
next	 generations	 and	 by	 history.	 This	 is	 the	 least	 that	 we	 can	 do,”	 remarked		
Mr	László	Tökés,	MEP,	while	opening	the	event.	

The	initiator	of	the	project,	the	Platform’s	Managing	Director	Dr	Neela	
Winkelmann	sent	a	letter	to	the	participants	in	the	presentation.	She	wrote,	
among	other	things:	“It	is	through	art	that	we	can	convey	the	most	meaningful	
educational	messages	to	the	broadest	audiences	and	I	am	pleased	that	our	
competition	gave	rise	to	so	many	diverse	and	highly	qualified	entries.	I	was	
humbled	by	the	depth	of	meaning	and	variety		
of	interpretation	presented	by	the	authors.”	

+pictures
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MAY	

Platform	 expressed	 regret	 that	 Mr	 Jean-Claude	 Juncker	 took	 part	 in	
ceremonies	commemorating	Karl	Marx	
	
Brussels	 /	 Prague,	 7	 May	 2018.	 The	 European	 Union	 is	 founded	 on	 freedom,	
truth,	 human	dignity	 and	human	 rights.	These	values,	 along	with	many	others,	
were	violated	by	the	Communist	system,	which	was	based	on	Marxist	 ideology.	
Therefore,	the	Platform	of	European	Memory	and	Conscience	wishes	to	express	
its	 regret	 that	 Mr	 Jean-Claude	 Juncker,	 the	 President	 of	 the	 European	
Commission,	took	part	in	ceremonies	commemorating	Karl	Marx.	
	
We	cannot	approve	of	such	actions,	since	they	are	offensive	to	the	memory	of	the	
millions	 of	 victims	 of	 Communism.	 The	 Communist	 ideology,	 rooted	 in	Marx’s	
works,	 continues	 to	 kill	 and	 enslave	 people	 in	many	 places	 in	 the	world.	 This	
applies	especially	to	China,	the	sponsor	of	the	statue	which	was	unveiled	during	
the	 event	 Mr	 Juncker	 attended.	 We	 believe	 that	 the	 victims	 of	 Communism	
deserve	an	apology.	
	
Platform	 member	 organisation,	 the	 Estonian	 Institute	 of	 Historical	 Memory,	
which	researches	 the	history	of	 totalitarian	regimes,	 released	a	statement	on	5	
May	 declaring	 that	 “by	 participating	 in	 the	 festivities	 in	 Trier,	 Germany,	
celebrating	the	200th	anniversary	of	the	birth	of	Karl	Marx,	the	founding	father	
of	Communism,	the	President	of	the	European	Commission	is	ignoring	the	fate	of	
millions	of	victims	of	Communism.”	
	
First	 rehabilitation	 in	 the	 Czech	 Republic	 for	 German	 who	 attempted	 to	
escape	across	the	Iron	Curtain	
	
The	 District	 Court	 in	 České	 Budějovice	 (South	 Bohemia)	 has	 released	 a	
breakthrough	 decision	 for	 a	 former	 East	 German	 refugee	who	was	 arrested	 in	
1976	trying	to	illegally	cross	the	border	between	Czechoslovakia	and	Austria	on	
11	May	2018.	
	
East	German	refugee	Mr	Dieter	Kolbe	 illegally	entered	Czechoslovakia	in	1976	
and	was	arrested	on	a	train	by	a	Border	Guard	patrol	near	Lake	Lipno.	He	was	
interrogated	by	State	 Security	 and	held	 in	prison	 for	12	days.	 Later	on	he	was	
released	to	the	German	Democratic	Republic	and	he	was	sentenced	to	2	years	in	
prison	 for	 attempting	 to	 escape	 the	 state.	 Prior	 to	 that	 he	 had	 applied	 several	
times	to	the	East	German	authorities	to	legally	move	to	West	Germany	where	the	
rest	of	his	family	lived.	The	court	decision,	which	is	based	on	Act	No.	119/1990	
on	judicial	rehabilitations,	confirmed	unlawful	restrictions	on	individual	liberties	
and	 stated	 that	 his	 arrest	was	 against	 the	 principles	 of	 a	 democratic	 and	 legal	
state.	
	
The	Platform	of	European	Memory	and	Conscience	called	in	November	2017	on	
former	East	German	refugees	arrested	in	Czechoslovakia	up	to	1989	to	apply	for	
rehabilitation	 and	 compensation.	 The	 court	 decision	 is	 direct	 result	 of	 the	
activities	whjich	are	a	part	of	the	Platform’s	JUSTICE	2.0	project.	
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“This	verdict	following	last	year’s	decision	of	the	district	court	in	Bratislava	I	is	an	
important	 step	 forward	 on	 the	 path	 to	 achieving	 justice	 for	 the	 victims	 of	
Communism.	 I	 am	 proud	 that	 the	 Platform	 is	 playing	 an	 important	 role	 in	 this	
process,”	 said	 Dr.	 Łukasz	 Kamiński,	 President	 of	 the	 Platform	 of	 European	
Memory	and	Conscience.	
	
Annual	commemoration	event	in	former	Czechoslovak	Communist	
concentration	camp	
	
Platform	representative	Mr	Miroslav	Lehký	attended	annual	commemoration	
events	organised	by	the	Confederation	of	Political	Prisoners	of	the	Czech	
Republic	together	with	the	local	municipalities	in	the	region	of	Jáchymov	in	
Northwestern	Czech	Republic	on	26	May	2018.	The	commemoration	event	called	
“Hell	of	Jáchymov”	is	held	attended	by	survivors,	associations	of	victims	and	
representatives	of	municipalities,	the	Government	and	Parliament	of	the	Czech	
Republic.	
	
“We	all	hold	in	our	hearts	and	minds	not	only	respect	and	gratitude	towards	all	the	
victims	of	the	totalitarian	regimes	of	both	Nazism	and	Communism	in	Europe,	but	
we	have	above	all	a	moral	imperative	and	an	obligation	to	SPEAK	THE	TRUTH	
AND	SEEK	JUSTICE…	
	
In	this	world,	it	will	certainly	never	be	possible	to	punish	all	the	crimes,	but	it	is	our	
duty,	the	duty	of	the	rule	of	law,	in	particular,	to	strive	for	it.	This	endeavour	not	
only	means	punishing	evil,	but	at	least	restoring	the	legal	consciousness	and	
conscience	of	society	that	has	been	devastated	by	us	for	over	40	years	under	the	
Communist	regime.	This	effort	means	restoring	faith	in	justice	in	our	society,	which	
is	important	for	the	present	and	the	future.”	said	Mr	Lehký.	
+picture	
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JUNE	

Polish	version	of	Platform	reader	Lest	We	Forget	released	
	
On	 10	 June	 2018	 the	 Platform	 of	 European	 Memory	 and	 Conscience	 in	 close	
cooperation	with	the	Institute	of	National	Remembrance	in	Poland	has	released	
the	Polish	version	 	of	 the	reader	Lest	We	Forget.	Memory	of	Totalitarianism	
in	 Europe	(“Aby	 pamięć	 przetrwała.	 Dziedzictwo	 totalitaryzmu	 w	 Europie“).	
After	the	Czech,	English,	French,	German	and	Ukrainian	versions	 it	 is	so	far	the	
6th	 language	version	of	 the	book,	which	 is	 intended	for	older	secondary	school	
students	anywhere	in	Europe.	

The	purpose	of	the	reader	is	to	educate	today’s	young	generation	about	Europe’s	
tragic	 totalitarian	 past	 and	 about	 the	 importance	 of	 upholding	 fundamental	
human	rights,	freedoms	and	democratic	values	in	society.	The	goal	is	to	promote	
better	 understanding	 and	 integration	 among	 European	 citizens	 and	 to	 help	
prevent	the	recurrence	of	any	form	of	non–democratic	rule	in	the	future.	

+	pictures	

Platform	president	and	Board	Members	met	Hungarian	State	Secretary	for	
EU	Affairs	in	Budapest	
	
Platform	 president	 Mr.	 Łukasz	 Kamiński	 and	 Executive	 Board	 Members	 Ms	
Andrea	Valič	Zver	and	Mr	Zsolt	Szilágyi	visited	Budapest.	At	the	meeting	with	
Mr	Szabolcs	Takács,	 the	State	Secretary	or	EU	Affairs	and	Mr	Gergely	Gulyás,	
Minister	of	the	Prime	Minister‘s	Office	they	discussed	the	current	situation	of	the	
Platform.	The	delegation	also	met	Mr	Zsolt	Németh,	Member	of	 the	Hungarian	
National	 Assembly	 and	 visited	 Hungarian	 member	 organisations	 the	 House	 of	
Terror	 and	 the	Committee	of	National	Remembrance,	where	 they	met	with	 the	
Chairperson	Ms	Réka	 Kiss.	 The	 discussion	 about	 the	 further	 cooperation	 and	
about	 a	 common	 projects	was	 held.	 The	 Board	members	 later	 held	 a	working	
meeting	discussing	the	ongoing	projects.	
+	picture	

	
The	 expert’s	 seminar	 on	 Communist	 archival	 documents	 took	 place		
in	Prague	
	
The	 expert’s	 seminar	“Delimitations	 of	 the	 Communist	 State	 Security	 espionage	
service	 files	 after	 10	 years”	took	 place	 on	 19	 June	 in	 the	 Parliament		
of	the	Czech	Republic,	Chamber	of	Deputies.	The	Platform	of	European	Memory	
and	 Conscience	 co–organised	 the	 event	 according	 its	 Statute	 to	 support	 and	
uphold	the	activities	leading	to	broader	access	to	materials	about	the	Communist	
past	 in	Europe.	Among	 the	participants	were	Mr	Pavel	Žáček,	MP	 for	 the	Civic	
Democratic	 Party,	 vice–chairman	 of	 the	 Committee	 on	 Security	 (first	 director		
of	 the	 Institute	 for	 the	 Study	 of	 Totalitarian	 Regimes).	 The	 Platform	 member	
organisation	Security	 Services	 Archive	was	 represented	 by	 its	 director	
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Ms	Světlana	 Ptáčniková,	 and	 representatives	 from	 the	 Czech	 Ministry		
of	 Defence	 and	 archives	 of	 the	 special	 services	 were	 present.	The	 discussion	
underlined	the	necessity	of	continuing	the	delimitations	of	the	archival	materials	
from	the	period	of	Communism.	There	are	materials	of	historical	value	still	in	the	
possession	 of	 some	 state	 organisations	 in	 the	 Czech	 Republic,	 which	should		
be	transferred	into	the	Security	Services	Archive.	

+	pictures	

	
Platform	international	conference	“Roads	to	20th	Century	Totalitarianism	–	
the	Turning	Points”	in	Prague	
	
The	 international	 conference	 “Roads	 to	 20th	 Century	 Totalitarianism	 –	 the	
Turning	 Points”,	 organised	 by	 the	 Platform	 of	 European	 Memory	 and	
Conscience,	took	place	in	Prague	on	28	June.	The	purpose	of	the	conference	was	
to	 examine	 the	 critical	 turning	 points	 in	 20th	 century	 European	 history,	 the	
situations	and	political	decisions	 leading	to	the	onset	of	 totalitarianism	and	the	
lessons	learned	from	history.	

The	 conference	 was	 opened	 by	Laura	 Trebel–Gniazdowska,	 deputy	 director		
of	 the	Polish	 Institute	 in	Prague	 (host	of	 the	event)	and	Dr.	Łukasz	Kamiński,	
president	of	 the	Platform	of	European	Memory	and	Conscience.	HE	Dr.	Miklós	
Boros,	 Ambassador	 of	 Hungary,	 honoured	 the	 event	 with	 his	 presence.		
A	representative	of	the	Swedish	Embassy	was	also	present.	

The	 first	 paper	 was	 delivered	 by	Prof.	 Klaus	 Ziemer,	 who	 presented		
an	 overview	 of	 definitions	 of	 totalitarianism	 in	 political	 science,	 stressing	 the	
word’s	 evolution	 over	 the	 decades.	 Dr.	 Kamiński	 focused	 on	 the	 issue		
of	 responsibility	of	various	milieus	 for	allowing	 totalitarian	movements	 to	 take	
power.	

The	second	session	was	named	“Applied	totalitarianism”	and	speakers	presented	
experiences	 of	 various	 countries.	 Two	 papers	 were	 devoted	 to	 the	 issue		
of	 genocide,	 using	 the	 examples	 of	 the	 Holodomor	 in	 Ukraine	 (Yana	Hrynko)	
and	 the	 German	 occupation	 of	 Poland	 (Eryk	 Habowski).		 Gabriella	 Müller	
(NEB)	 described	 the	 way	 the	 Communist	 system	 was	 installed	 in	 Hungary.	
The	 last	 two	panels	were	dominated	by	 the	problem	of	 the	 ineffective	process		
of	 dealing	 with	 the	 past,	 especially	 in	 the	 context	 of	 punishment	 of	 those	
responsible	 for	 the	 crimes	 committed	during	 the	Communist	 period.	Dr.	Pavel	
Žáček	discussed	mistakes	made	in	the	post–1989	transformation	time,	stressing	
the	 importance	 of	 access	 to	 the	 archives.	 The	 last	 four	 speakers	 (Boštjan	
Kolarič,	 Catalin	 Constantinescu,	 Miroslav	 Lehký,	 Martin	 Slávik)	 focused		
on	 the	 problems	 of	 legal	 assessment	 of	 the	 crimes	 of	 the	 past	 in	 Slovenia,	
Romania,	 the	 Czech	 Republic	 and	 the	 Slovak	 Republic.	 The	 Platform’s	 “Justice	
2.0”	project	was	also	presented.	

The	closing	remarks	were	provided	by	Platform	Board	of	Trustees	Member	Dr.	
Alexandr	Vondra,	former	Deputy	Prime	Minister	and	Minister	of	Foreign	Affairs	
of	the	Czech	Republic.		
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+	4	pictures	

Justice	2.0	and	the	reader	presenation	in	Tuşnad,	Romania	

The	 president	 of	 the	 Platform	 Mr	 Łukasz	 Kamiński	 and	 Executive	 Board	
member	 Ms	 Andrea	 Valič	 Zver	 held	 a	 presentation	 during	 the	 Summer	
University	in	the	Romanian	city	of	Tuşnad	on	26	-	28	July	2018.	They	presented	
results	of	 the	Paltform`s	project	 JUSTICE	2.0	and	an	educational	tool	which	was	
the	reader	Lest	We	Forget	for	the	secondary	schools	students.	
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AUGUST	

The	travelling	exhibition	opened	in	Wroclaw,	Poland	

The	 international	 travelling	 exhibition	 „Totalitarianism	 in	Europe“	was	opened	
in	August	 in	 the	Centrum	Historii	 Zajezdnia	 in	Wroclaw	by	 the	Director	 of	 the	
Remembrance	and	Future	Institute	Mr	Marek	Mutor.	

The	 exhibition	 features	 27	 graphic	 panels,	 outlining	 the	 crimes	 of	 Nazi,	 Soviet	
and	Communist	occupying	regimes	in	Europe.		

The	Polish	version	of	the	reader	presentation	in	Warsaw,	Poland	

After	2	other	presentations	 in	Laa	an	der	Thaya	and	Poysdorf	 in	Austria	on	15	
March	2018	 and	on	20	 June	2018	made	by	 the	Platform	member	 organisation	
Paměť	(Memory),	the	new	Polish	version	of	the	reader	(“Aby	pamięć	przetrwała.	
Dziedzictwo	totalitaryzmu	w	Europie“)	took	place	in	the	Warsaw	Rising	Museum	
on	 9	 August.	 The	 seminar	 was	 organised	 for	 educators	 and	 historians	 from	
institutions	dealing	with	memory	and	remembrance.	

Experts	highly	evaluated	the	publication	as	a	concise	and	meaningful	educational	
tool.	The	follow-up	discussion	resulted	in	a	motion	to	use	the	reader	(in	various	
language	versions)	in	international	projects	e.g.	Erasmus	+.	

“Justice	 2.0”	 project	 presentation	 took	 place	 on	 16	 August	 in	 Vilnius,	
Lithuania	

Vilnius	 –	 The	 presentation	 of	 the	 Platform	 “JUSTICE	 2.0”	 project	 took	 place	 in	
Vilnius,	 Lithuania	 on	 16	 August	 2018.	 The	 Platform	member	 organisation	 the	
Genocide	 and	 Resistance	 Research	 Centre	 of	 Lithuania	 organised	 a	 discussion	
seminar	where	the	results	of	the	project	were	presented.	The	moderator	of	the	
discussion	 was	 Dr.	 Monika	 Kareniauskaitė,	 Chief	 Communications	 Officer	 –	
Senior	Historian	of	the	of	Genocide	and	Resistance	Research	Center	and	Platform	
Supervisory	Board	member.	

The	purpose	of	the	project	is	to	raise	international	awareness	about	the	issue	of	
unpunished	 international	 crimes	 of	 Communism	 and	 to	 contribute	 to	 finding	
ways	to	achieving	international	justice	for	these	crimes.	

International	 Conference	 “Totalitarian	 Buildings	 of	 Memory	 and	
Conscience”	on	20	August	in	Bucharest,	Romania	

The	Platform	and	its	member	organisation,	the	Institute	for	the	Investigation	of	
Communist	Crimes	and	Memory	of	the	Romanian	Exile	(IICCMER),	organised	the	
international	 conference	 “Totalitarian	 Buildings	 of	 Memory	 and	 Conscience”	 in	
Bucharest,	Romania	on	20	August	2018.	
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The	 international	 working	 conference	 focused	 on	 the	 situation	 of	 major	
totalitarian	prisons	which	stand	empty	today	in	a	number	of	European	countries	
and	 the	possibilities	 of	 their	 preservation	 as	European	 sites	 of	 conscience	 in	 a	
joint	 pan–European	 effort.	 Contributions	 regarding	 the	 current	 usage	 of	 iconic	
totalitarian	 buildings	 in	 a	 democratic	 European	 context,	 and	 regarding	
memorials,	 museums	 and	 other	 forms	 of	 educational	 establishments,	 were	
presented.	

The	conference	was	opened	by	Mr	Alin	Mureșan,	General	Director	IICCMER	and	
Platform	 Acting	 Managing	 Director	 Mr	Peter	 Rendek,	 who	 held	 a	 minute	 of	
silence	 for	all	 the	victims	of	Nazism	and	Communism	and	especially	 those	who	
died	during	invasion	on	21	August	1968	and	later	in	Czechoslovakia.	They	both	
later	 introduced	 the	 activities	 of	 their	 institutions	 in	 the	 fields	 of	 research,	
investigation,	justice,	education	and	commemoration.	

Participants	 from	Moldova,	 Romania,	 Slovenia,	Germany	 and	 the	 Czech	
Republic	contributed	during	the	conference.	Closing	statement	was	provided	by	
Mr	Radu	Preda,	Executive	President	IICCMER.	

+	4	pictures	

TOTALITARIAN	 BUILDINGS	 OF	 MEMORY	 AND	 CONSCIENCE	 ONLINE	
PROJECT	

The	 Platform	 initiated	 and	 launched	 in	 August	 first	 version	 of	 its	 online	 pilot	
project	„Totalitarian	Buildings	of	Memory	and	Conscience“.	The	goal	 is	 to	bring	
the	European	attention	to	the	decaying	of	buildings	connected	with	totalitarian	
violence.	 Describing	 them	 on	 an	 interactive	map	would	 also	 help	 visualize	 the	
scale	 of	 the	 problem.	 As	 a	 part	 of	 the	 project,	 the	 PEMC	 also	 supports	 all	
initiatives	aiming	to	preserve	and	protect	places	of	remembrance	about	victims	
of	totalitarian	crimes.	

+	screen,	link	

	

TOTALITARIAN	MASS	GRAVE	SITES	WEB	PROJECT	

Date:	August	2018	

Venue:	Prague,	Czech	Republic	

The	Platform	has	launched	the	pilot	phase	of	its	online	project	which	covers	and	
brings	 information	about	approximately	150	 locations	of	 the	 former	or	current	
mass	grave	sites.	

In	 the	 20th	 century,	millions	 of	 people	 fell	 victim	 to	 totalitarian	 regimes.	 Both	
Communists	 and	 Nazis	 not	 only	 killed	 innocent	 people	 of	 any	 gender,	 social	
status,	age	etc.,	but	tried	to	erase	the	memory	about	them.	For	this	reason,	most	
victims	were	buried	in	mass	graves,	without	any	markings.	Despite	the	passage	
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of	time,	not	all	of	them	have	been	found	and	a	majority	of	the	remains	have	not	
been	identified.	

The	 Platform	 of	 European	 Memory	 and	 Conscience	 decided	 to	 launch	 the	
„Totalitarian	 Mass	 Grave	 Sites“	 initiative	 to	 raise	 awareness	 and	 to	 fight	
anonymity	 of	 the	 victims.	 The	 successful	 genetic	 identification	 projects	 of	 the	
past	few	years	proved	it	feasible.	We	believe	that	by	common	effort	it	would	be	
possible	to	return	the	victims	their	names	and	overcame,	at	least	in	this	aspect,	
the	legacy	of	totalitarian	systems.		

This	website	 is	not	 the	 first	project	of	 that	kind.	However,	 it	 is	 the	 first	one	 to	
include	information	from	every	country	affected	by	totalitarianism.	Trough	this	
we	aim	to	visualise	the	terrifying	scale	of	the	crimes	committed	by	Communists	
and	Nazis.	

+	screen,	link	

PLATFORM	ONLINE	LIBRARY	OF	LITERATURE	AND	FILM	ON	
TOTALITARIANISM	

Since	2016	the	Platform	is	building	an	online	library	of	recommended	books	and	
film	titles	for	broad	public	interested	in	understanding	totalitarianism.	They	are	
to	be	viewed	on	 the	official	website	under	menu	 item	 -	 Library.	As	of	now,	48	
book	titles	and	20	films	are	presented	with	the	description	and	an	exact	link	for	
purchasing	 it	 online.	 The	 collection	 was	 being	 put	 together	 by	 the	 members	
organisations	and	mostly	by	Prof.	Hannes	H.	Gissurarson	from	the	University	of	
Reykjavik.	 He	 introduced	 recently	 based	 on	 this	 project	 compendium	 entitled	
Voices	 of	 the	 Victims:	 Notes	 towards	 a	 historiography	 of	 anti-Communist	
literature,	 which	 brought	 expanded	 version	 of	 the	 Platform	 project	 and	 is	
available	online	for	free.	

+	screen,	+	cover	Hannes	

Victims	of	Communism	memorial	opening		in	Tallinn,	Estonia	on	23	August		

The	memorial	commemorating	Estonia’s	victims	of	Communism	was	opened	on	
23	August	 on	the	 European	Day	 of	 Remembrance	 for	 victims	 of	 all	 totalitarian	
and	authoritarian	regimes.	The	memorial	is	dedicated	to	all	Estonian	people	who	
suffered	 under	 the	 terror	 inflicted	 by	 the	 Soviet	 Union.	 The	 names	 	 of	 over	
22,000	people	who	never	returned	home	are	inscribed	on	the	memorial’s	name	
plaques.	They	were	murdered	or	died	due	to	inhumane	living	conditions	during	
imprisonment	 or	 forced	 resettlement	 and	 the	 remains	 of	many	 of	 them	 are	 in	
unnamed	graves	in	unknown	locations.	

On	 the	 same	 day	 the	international	 conference	“Utopia	 unachieved	 despite	
millions	 victimised?	 Communist	 crimes	 and	 European	memory”	was	 held	 in	
Tallinn.	

Among	 the	 speakers	 of	 the	 conference	were	 internationally	 renowned	 people,	
such		
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as	writer	and	playwright	Sofi	Oksanen,	historian	and	Professor	of	History	at	the	
University	of	Toronto	Andres	Kasekamp,	historian	and	Professor	of	History	at	
the	University	of	Exeter	Richard	Overy,	Member	of	the	Board	of	Trustees	of	the	
Platform	 of	 European	Memory	 and	 Conscience	Göran	 Lindblad,	 historian	 and	
vice–chairman	 of	 the	 Board	 of	 Memorial’s	 Scientific	 Research	 Centre	Nikita	
Petrov,	and	others.	

“It	 is	 an	 important	 step	 on	 the	 way	 to	 remembering	 all	 victims	 of	 totalitarian	
systems.	I	hope	that	one	day,	besides	national	memorials,	we	will	also	have	a	pan–
European	 memorial	 in	 Brussels,”	commented	 the	 president	 of	 the	 Platform	Dr.	
Łukasz	Kamiński.	

 

“Justice	 2.0”	 project	 and	 Platform’s	 reader	 presentation	 took	 place	 in	
Wrocław,	Poland	
	
On	31	August,	 the	Platform	of	European	Memory	and	Conscience	together	with	
the	Remembrance	and	Future	 Institute	organised	a	presentation	of	 the	 “Justice	
2.0”	project	and	the	Polish	version	of	the	reader.	The	presentation	took	place	in	
the	 Zajezdnia	 (Depot)	 Historical	 Centre.	 The	meeting	was	 attended	 by,	 among	
others,	 educators,	 representatives	 of	 academia,	media	 and	 former	members	 of	
anti–Communist	opposition.	

The	 presentation	was	 opened	 by	Marek	Mutor,	 director	 of	 the	 Remembrance	
and	 Future	 Institute,	 who	 welcomed	 the	 attendees	 and	 briefly	 introduced	 the	
history	 of	 the	 Platform	 and	 its	 activities.	 The	 “Justice	 2.0”	 project	 and	 the	
Platform’s	reader	were	showcased	by	Dr.	Łukasz	Kamiński.	Then	some	clips	of	
the	“Justice	2.0”	documentary	were	screened.	

The	meeting	was	closed	by	a	discussion	with	the	public.	

+	2	pictures	

 

Proceedings	of	 the	 international	conference	“Totalitarianism,	deportation	
and	emigration“	
	
Proceedings	 of	 the	 international	 conference	 Totalitarianism,	 deportation	 and	
Emigration	held	in	Viljandi,	Estonia	on	28	–	30	June	2016	was	released	in	August	
2018.	

The	 annual	 international	 conference	 of	 the	 Platform	of	 European	Memory	 and	
Conscience	on	the	theme	“The	forced	displacement	of	populations	and	waves	of	
migration	in	20th	century	Europe	caused	by	the	policy	of	totalitarian	states“	was	
held	in	the	historic	town	of	Viljandi	at	the	end	of	June	2016.	

Co–organisers	were	 the	Estonian	 Institute	of	Historical	Memory	and	the	Unitas	
Foundation.	A	broad	range	of	topics	were	considered	at	the	conference,	starting	
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from	 the	 time	 of	 the	 beginnings	 of	 the	 Soviet	 Union	 until	 the	 collapse	 of	 the	
Eastern	Bloc	at	the	onset	of	the	1990s.	

+	pict	of	cover	

	

Proceedings	 of	 the	 international	 conference	 “100	 Years		
of	Communism.	History	and	Memory”	
	
Proceedings	 of	 the	 international	 conference	 which	 was	 organised	 by	 the	
Platform	and	Prof.	Stéphane	Courtois,	author	and	editor	of	the	“Black	Book	of	
Communism”.	The	conference	was	organised	and	dedicated	to	the	dark	legacy	of	
Communism	 and	 Communist	 dictatorships	 and	 was	 held		
on	8	 –	9	November	2017	 at	 the	Collège	des	Bernardins	 and	 the	Fondation	
Napoléon	 in	 Paris,	 France.	 Speakers	 were	 	 historians,	 representatives	 of	
memory	institutions	and	policy	makers	from	France,	Spain,	Canada,	South	Korea,	
Russia,	 Ukraine,	 Poland,	 Latvia,	 Moldova,	 Romania	 and	 the	 Czech	 Republic.	
Special	guest	speaker	was	Finnish	award	winning	novelist	Sofi	Oksanen.	

During	 the	 conference,	 the	 new	 500–page	 biography	 “Lenin,	 the	 Inventor		
of	Totalitarianism”	by	Stéphane	Courtois	was	introduced.		

+	pict	of	cover	

	

Italian	version	of	Platform	reader	“Lest	We	Forget“	released	
	
The	 Platform	 of	 European	 Memory	 and	 Conscience	 has	 released	 the	 Italian	
version	of	the	reader	Lest	We	Forget.	Memory	of	Totalitarianism	in	Europe	(“Per	
non	dimenticare.	Memoria	del	totalitarismo	in	Europa“).	After	the	Czech,	English,	
French,	German,	Ukrainian	and	Polish	versions	it	 is	 so	 far	 the	7th	 language	
version	 of	 the	 book,	 which	 is	 intended	 for	 older	 secondary	 school	 students	
anywhere	in	Europe.	

The	purpose	of	the	reader	is	to	educate	today’s	young	generation	about	Europe’s	
tragic	 totalitarian	 past	 and	 about	 the	 importance	 of	 upholding	 fundamental	
human	rights,	freedoms	and	democratic	values	in	society.	The	goal	is	to	promote	
better	 understanding	 and	 integration	 among	 European	 citizens	 and	 to	 help	
prevent	the	recurrence	of	any	form	of	non–democratic	rule	in	the	future.	
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OCTOBER	
	
Platform	 held	 a	 discussion	 panel	 on	 the	 NNW	 Film	 Festival	 in	 Gdynia,	
Poland	
	
Dr.	Andreja	Valič	Zver,	the	Director	of	the	Slovenian	Study	Centre	for	National	
Reconciliation	 and	 the	 member	 of	 the	 Executive	 Board	 of	 the	 Platform,	 along	
with	 Gunārs	 Nāgels,	 the	 director	 of	 The	 Occupation	 Museum	 Association	 of	
Latvia,	Petr	Blažek,	the	historian	from	the	Institute	for	the	Study	of		Totalitarian	
Regimes	 in	 Prague	 and	 Paweł	 Ukielski,	 the	 Deputy	 Director	 of	 the	 Warsaw	
Rising	Museum,	held	a	discussion	panel	during	the	NNW	Film	Festival	in	Gdynia,	
Poland	on	2	October.	The	discussion	panel	was	co–organised	by	the	Platform	and	
the	 main	 topic	 was	 about	 the	 fact	 that	 many	 young	 Europeans	 are	 oblivious	
to	two	 totalitarian	 regimes	 that	 have	 had	 been	 present	 in	 Europe	 in	 the	 20th	
century.	Each	speaker	presented	 their	perspective	on	 the	matter	and	discussed	
possible	 causes	 of	 the	 problem	 from	 a	 historical	 point	 of	 view.	 Moreover,	 the	
situations	 in	 the	countries	of	each	speaker’s	origin	were	highlighted	and	put	 in	
contrast.	 The	 discussion	 concluded	 that	 there	 is	 in	 general	 a	 huge	 lack	 of	
awareness	 and	 historical	 accuracy	 among	 European	 citizens	 regarding	 the	
history	of	totalitarian	regimes	on	European	soil.	

The	 NNW	 Festival	 in	 Polan	 dis	 the	 biggest	 documentary	 movies	 festival	
regarding	the	recent	history	of	20th	century.	
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NOVEMBER	
	
Platform	 elects	 new	 Managing	 Director	 and	 admits	 five	 new	 member	
institutions	from	four	countries	
	
At	 its	 8th	 annual	 Council	 of	 Members	 held	 on	 13	 –	 15	 November	 2018		
in	 Ljubljana	 and	 Bled,	 Slovenia,	 the	 Platform	 of	 European	 Memory	 and	
Conscience	elected	a	new	Managing	Director	and	admitted	four	new	institutions	
from	 Albania,	 Romania,	 Poland	 and	 Slovakia,	 bringing	 the	 total	 number		
of	Members	of	the	Platform	to	62.	

The	annual	Council	of	Members	of	the	Platform	was	hosted	by	the	Study	Center	
for	 National	 Reconciliation	 in	 Slovenia	 (SCNR)	 and	 was	 accompanied	 by	 the	
international	 conference	 The	 Dark	 Side	 of	 the	 Moon:	 Dealing	 with	 the	
Totalitarian	 Past	 –	 Confrontations	 and	 Reflections.	 The	 conference	 was	
organised	 on	 the	 10th	 anniversary	 of	 SCNR	 and	 was	 held	 in	 the	 National	
Assembly	of	Slovenia	in	Ljubljana.	

The	 agenda	 included	 the	 opening	 of	 the	 exhibition	 “Wrocław	 Breaks	 the	 Iron	
Curtain”	 and	 a	 visit	 to	 the	 prison	 cells	 of	 the	 secret	 political	 police	 and	 the	
exhibition	on	political	prisoner	Ms	Jelka	Mrak	Dolinar.	

Mr	Peter	 Rendek	was	 elected	 as	 the	 new	 Managing	 Director	 of	 the	 Platform	
after	 the	 departure	 of	 the	 first	 Managing	 Director	 (2011–2018)	 Dr.	Neela	
Winkelmann.	 The	 new	 member	 of	 the	 Supervisory	 Board	 of	 the	 Platform		
is	 Dr.	 Földváryné	 Kiss	 Réka,	Chairperson	 of	 the	 Committee	 of	 National	
Remembrance	in	Hungary.	

New	Members	 of	 the	 Platform	 of	 European	Memory	 and	 Conscience	 admitted		
in	2018	are:	

• Pitești	Prison	Memorial	Foundation	(RO);	
• Living	Memory	(SK);	
• MEMO	Center	(AL);	
• Fundacja	Ośrodka	KARTA	(PL);	
• The	 Institute	 for	 the	 Studies	 of	 Communist	 Crimes	 and	

Consequences	(AL).	

The	Platform	now	has	62	member	institutions	and	organisations	in	20	countries	
of	Europe	and	North	America.	

+	pictures	

 
Prize	of	 the	Platform	of	European	Memory	and	Conscience	2018	awarded	
in	Ljubljana,	Slovenia	
	
14 November 2018,  Ljubljana	
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The	 Prize	 of	 the	 Platform	 of	 European	 Memory	 and	 Conscience	 was	 awarded		
on	14	November	in	Ljubljana	at	the	National	Assembly	during	the	international	
conference	The	 Dark	 Side	 of	 the	 Moon:	 Dealing	 with	 the	 Totalitarian	 Past	 –	
Confrontations	and	Reflections.	

The	 Members	 of	 the	 Platform	 voted	 this	 summer	 for	Mr	Oleg	 Sentsov,		
in	 recognition	 of	 his	 personal	 courage,	 struggle	 and	 sacrifice	 for	 upholding	
fundamental	democratic	values	and	freedoms	after	his	show	trial	in	the	Russian	
Federation.	By	awarding	the	Prize,	the	Platform	wishes	to	express	its	respect	and	
support	for	Ukrainian	citizen	Mr	Sentsov	whom	the	Platform	considers,	since	his	
detention	 in	 May	 2014,	 a	 political	 prisoner	 in	 the	 Russian	 Federation.	 The	
Platform	calls	for	his	immediate	release.	

At	 the	 ceremony	 which	 took	 place	 on	 14	 November	 2018	 at	 the	 National	
Assembly,	 Ljubljana,	 Slovenia,	 the	 Ukrainian	 Ambassador	 to	 the	 Republic		
of	 Slovenia	 H.E.	Mr.	Mykhailo	 F.	 Brodovych	expressed	 gratitude	 for	 the	
awarding	 of	 the	 Platform	 Prize	 to	 the	 filmmaker,	 writer	 and	 prisoner		
of	conscience	Mr	Oleg	Sentsov.		

At	 the	 ceremony	Mr	Janez	 Janśa,	 leader	 of	 the	 Slovenian	 Democratic	 Party,	
former	PM	and	Member	of	the	Board	of	Trustees,	said	that	the	Prize	should	help	
raise	 awareness	 in	 the	 times	we	 are	 living	 through	 today.	 He	 stressed	 that	 in	
2014,	 after	 Mr	 Sentsov’s	 arrest,	 there	 was	 no	 mention	 of	 it	 in	 the	 Slovenian	
media,	 probably	 because	 Slovenia	 is	 still	 dealing	 with	 the	 dark	 side		
of	its	history	and	we	all	share	the	destiny	of	the	post-soviet	countries.		

+	4pictures	

	

Platform	 commemorated	 the	 85th	 anniversary	 of	 the	 Holodomor		
in	Ukraine	
	

Dr	Łukasz	Kamiński,	President	of	the	Platform,	took	part	in	the	events	marking	
the	85th	anniversary	of	the	Holodomor	on	an	invitation	from	the	Prime	Minister	
and	 Chairman	 of	 the	 Supreme	 Council	 of	 Ukraine.	 On	 22	 November	 the	
International	 Forum	“Ukraine	 Remembers,	 the	 World	 Acknowledges”	was	
inaugurated	 by	 the	 Deputy	 Prime	 Ministers	Stepan	 Kubiv	and	Vyacheslav	
Kyrylenko,	 Minister	 of	 Culture	Yevhen	 Nyshchuk	and	 President	 of	 the	
Ukrainian	 Institute	 of	 National	 Remembrance	 Dr.	Volodymyr	 Viatrovych.	
During	 the	Forum,	 the	matters	of	 legal	assessment	of	 the	Holodomor,	 scientific	
research,	education	and	memorialisation	were	discussed.		

The	 Platform’s	 President	 took	 part	 in	 a	 special	 sitting	 of	 the	 Supreme	 Council		
of	 Ukraine,	 organised	 on	 23	 November.	 Participants	 in	 the	 Forum	 attended		
a	concert	dedicated	to	the	memory	of	the	victims.	The	next	day,	representatives	
of	 memory	 institutions	 met	 with	 Dr.	Ihor	 Poshyvailo,	 the	 Director	 of	 the	
Revolution	 of	 Dignity	 Museum,	 who	 presented	 the	 plans	 for	 its	 activities.	
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The	 main	 events	 began	 on	 24	 November	 with	 a	 meeting	 with	 the	 President		
of	 Ukraine	Petro	 Poroshenko	and	 foreign	 delegations.	 Next,	 a	 ceremony	 took	
place	 at	 the	 National	 Museum	 “Holodomor	 Victims	 Memorial”.	 After	 the	
mourning	 prayer,	 candles	 of	 remembrance,	 including	 one	 in	 the	 name		
of	 Platform	 of	 European	Memory	 and	 Conscience,	were	 laid	 at	 the	Holodomor	
memorial.	

+	2	pictures	
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DECEMBER	

Platform	 celebrates	 70th	 anniversary	 of	 Universal	 Declaration		
of	Human	Rights	with	new	educational	tool	
	

To	commemorate	the	70th	Anniversary	of	the	Universal	Declaration	of	Human	
Rights	adopted	by	the	United	Nations	General	Assembly	on	10	December	1948,	
the	Platform	of	European	Memory	and	Conscience	introducing	on	10	December	a	
new	 educational	 tool	 for	 students	 –	 a	 series	 of	 short	 educational	 videos	 in	
English	 illustrating	 the	 violations	 of	 human	 rights	 by	 the	 Nazi	 and	 the	
Communist	totalitarian	regimes	alike.		

The	29	 short	 clips	introduce	 and	 illustrate	 the	 articles	 of	 the	 Universal	
Declaration	of	Human	Rights.	The	short	lessons	from	our	common	past	illustrate	
the	 stories		
of	people	who	faced	the	violation	of	their	rights	by	totalitarian	regimes	(Nazism,	
Fascism,	 and	 Communism).	 The	 target	 group	 is	 primarily	 secondary	 school	
students	anywhere	in	Europe	and	worldwide.	

	

The	court	rehabilitated	four	refugees	from	the	former	GDR	
	
The	District	Court	in	Cheb	(West	Bohemia)	has	rehabilitated	four	citizens	of	the	
former	German	Democratic	Republic	(GDR)	on	11	December,	who,	during	the	old	
regime,	 had	 attempted	 to	 escape	 through	 Czechoslovakia	 before	 1989	 to	West	
Germany,	 were	 detained	 by	 members	 of	 the	 Czechoslovak	 Border	 Guard	 and	
then	were	handed	over		to	the	security	authorities	of	the	GDR	without	trial.	

The	judges	have	now	concluded	in	all	four	cases	that	the	imprisonment	of	these	
German	citizens	on	 the	 territory	of	Czechoslovakia	at	 that	 time	was	 illegal	 and	
that	they	are	subject	to	Act	No.	119/1990	Coll.	on	Judicial	Rehabilitation.		

The	Platform	of	European	Memory	and	Conscience	called	in	November	2017	on	
former	East	German	refugees	arrested	in	Czechoslovakia	up	to	1989	to	apply	for	
rehabilitation	 and	 compensation	 and	 these	 activities	 are	 a	 part	 of	 the	
Platform’s	JUSTICE	2.0	project.	
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Activities	of	the	Board	
	
The	President	-	Dr.	Łukasz	Kamiński.	The	Executive	Board	of	the	Platform:	
Andreja	Valić	Zver,	Wolfgang-Christian	Fuchs,	Toomas	Hiio,	Zsolt	Szilágyi.	
The	Board	held	meetings	in	person	on	10	January	in	Brussels,	on	12	June	the	
Board	members	met	State	Secretary	for	EU	Affairs	in	Budapest	(online),	during	
the	November	council	of	members	meeting	in	Slovenia	another	meetings	of	the	
Executive	and	the	Supervisory	Board	took	place.	
	
Platform	Staff	and	Collaborators	
	
The	Platform	team	in	2018	included	Peter	Rendek	(IT,	project	manager,	acting	
managing	director);	Lucia	Faltínová	(project	coordinator);	Amir	Salykbayev	
(assistant);	Gillian	Purves	(editor);	Dana	Bellany	(graphic	artist);	Yveta	
Schmalzová	(payroll	and	tax	advisor);	Veronika	Schovánková,	(maintenance);	
and	Dr.	Neela	Winkelmann	(Managing	Director).	Legal	advisors	in	the	Czech	
Republic	were	NH	Partners,	s.r.o.	and	Lubomír	Augustín	(lawyer).	Accounting	
services	were	provided	by	MAZARS,	s.r.o..	For	the	project	“JUSTICE	2.0“,	we	
engaged	researchers	Martin	Slávik	(Masaryk	University,	CZ);	Miroslav	Lehký	
(Jan	Langoš	Foundation),	Miroslav	Kasáček	and	Luděk	Navara	(civic	
association	Paměť);	Dr.	Lubomír	Morbacher	(Living	Memory);	Dr.	Lubomír	
Müller	(lawyer	and	attorney).	
	
	
Acknowledgement	of	Support	
	
The	Platform	of	European	Memory	and	Conscience	gratefully	acknowledges	the	
support	by	grants	from	the	Government	of	Hungary	awarded	for	its	activities	in	
2015	-	2018.	The	Platform	is	grateful	to	the	Konrad	Adenauer	Foundation	for	the	
continuing	partnership	and	support.	We	are	finally	indebted	to	the	Czech	
foundation	BLÍŽKSOBĚ	for	providing	support	and	sponsorship.	The	Platform	is	
also	grateful	to	following	member	organisations	for	their	material	and	financial	
support	regarding	the	preparations	of	2018	annual	council	of	members	meeting	
–	the	Study	Centre	for	National	Reconcilitation,	the	Polish	History	Museum	and	
the	History	Centre	Zajezdnia.	
	
	
Platform	&	the	Media	
	
In	2018,	we	published	34	online	articles	and	released	12	press	releases	bringing	
the	activities	of	the	Platform	closer	to	a	wide	range	of	partners,	contacts	and	
media	worldwide.	All	information,	including	audio	and	video	recordings	and	
photo	galleries	can	be	found	on	the	Platform	website	
www.memoryandconscience.eu.	We	also	share	them	on	the	Platform	facebook	
page	www.facebook.com/platformofeuropeanmemoryandconscience.	The	
electronic	newsletter	was	put	together	bringing	information	from	the	Platform	
projects	and	from	our	members.	Issues	were	published	for	the	months	of	Oct	
2017	–	March	2018.	A	delay	occurred	in	a	preparation	of	other	issues	so	the	
issues	were	finished	later	for	archival	purposes.	
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In	the	period	1	January	–	31	December	2018,	the	official	Platform	website	had	
7,600	unique	users	with	12,655	sessions	and	a	total	of	29,500	page	views,	
according	to	the	Google	Analytics	statistic	code.	In	the	Czech	Internet	media	only	
the	Platform	was	mentioned	or	its	activities	introduced	48	times.	
	
Selected	articles	in	the	media	
	
January	2018	
•	Tötungen	an	der	Grenze	–	Ermittlungen	in	Weiden	(otv.de)	
•	Später	Durchbruch	für	Gerechtigkeit	(onetz.de)	
•	Der	Fall	Johann	Dick:	CSSR	Grenzwachen	erschießen	1986	einen	Wanderer	
„Vater	war	wie	vom	Erdboden	verschluckt“	(onetz.de)	
•	Paweł	Ukielski:	Wciąż	czekamy	na	poważną	debatę	o	Domu	Historii	
Europejskiej	(teologiapolityczna.pl)	
	
February	2018	
•	Spitzel	im	grünen	Rock	(onetz.de)	
•	Czy	napisanie	wspólnej	historii	Europy	jest	możliwe?	(Polish	Radio)	
	
March	2018	
•	Nepotrestali	jsme	totalitní	zločiny.	Na	zákaz	komunistů	ale	není	pozdě,	tvrdí	
Winkelmannová	(Info.cz)	
	
April	2018	
•	Spheron	chief	wins	contest	for	monument	to	totalitarianism’s	victims	
(architectsjournal.co.uk)	
•	Bruksela:	prezentacja	10	najlepszych	projektów	na	pomnik	Ofiar	Totalitaryzmu	
(TVP.info)	
•	Plan	voor	monument	voor	slachtoffers	van	totalitaire	regimes	(bruzz.be)	
•	W	Brukseli	prezentacja	10	najlepszych	projektów	na	Pomnik	Ofiar	
Totalitaryzmu	(radiopik.pl)	
•	Brüsszeli	emlékmű	a	totalitarizmus	áldozatainak	(Vajdaságma)	
	
May	2018	
•	Feiert	dieses	Museum	den	Kommunismus?	(zeit.de)	
•	„Die	Zeit“	o	polskiej	krytyce	Domu	Historii	w	Brukseli	(onet.pl)	
•	Odškodnění	východních	Němců,	které	zadrželi	pohraničníci	(Czech	TV)	
•	Chtěl	utéct	na	Západ,	v	Československu	ho	zadrželi.	Soud	Němce	po	42	letech	
rehabilitoval	(Czech	Radio)	
•	Soud	rehabilitoval	Němce,	kterého	v	ČSSR	zadrželi	při	emigraci	(Czech	Press	
Agency)	
•	Až	tisíce	bývalých	východních	Němců	mohou	žalovat	Česko	(seznamzpravy.cz)	
•	Chtějí	morální	satisfakci,	říká	advokát	uprchlíků	z	NDR	vězněných	v	ČSSR	
(idnes.cz)	
•	Erster	ehemaliger	DDR-republikflüchtling	vor	Tschechischem	gericht	
rehabilitiert	(Radio	Prague)	
	
June	2018	
•	A	Nyugat	máig	utópiaként	kezeli	a	kommunizmust?!	(promenad.hu)	
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August	2018	
•	Estonia	opens	30,000	sqm	memorial	in	remembrance	of	victims	of	communism	
(eureporter.co)	
•	IPN:	Europejski	Dzień	Pamięci	Ofiar	Reżimów	Totalitarnych	(komunikat)	
(PAP)	
•	23	sierpnia	-	Dzień	Pamięci	Ofiar	Reżimów	Totalitarnych	(idziemy.pl)	
•	Comunicat	de	presă	–	IICCMER	(agerpres.ro)	
•	Directorul	IICCMER,	Alin	Muresan:	Muzeul	Comunismului	-	responsabilitatea	
statului	roman	(agerpres.ro)	
•	Conferința	„Clădiri	totalitare”	naste	dezbateri	pe	tema	unui	muzeu	al	crimelor	c	
comunismului	in	Romania	(modernism.ro)	
•	Despre	responsabilitate.	Şi	despre	asumarea	trecutului	recent	
(miscareaderezistenta.ro)	
•	„Clădiri	totalitare	în	memorie	şi	conştiinţă“	-	conferinţă	despre	situaţia	
cercetării	totalitarismului	în	Europa	(descopera.ro)	
•	„Clădiri	totalitare	în	memorie	şi	conştiinţă“,	despre	situaţia	cercetării	
totalitarismului	în	Europa	(mediafax.ro)	
•	Conferința	IICCMER	„Clădiri	totalitare	în	memorie	şi	conştiinţă“	(historia.ro)	
•	Conferința	„Clădiri	totalitare	în	memorie	şi	conştiinţă“	(Amos	News)	
•	„Clădiri	totalitare	în	memorie	şi	conştiinţă“	-	conferinţă	despre	situaţia	
cercetării	totalitarismului	în	Europa	(diacaf.com)	
•	Późna	sprawiedliwość.	Justice	2.0	(wszystkoconajwazniejsze.pl)	
•	Wciąż	trwają	poszukiwania	komunistycznych	zbrodniarzy	(dokis.pl)	
•	Trwają	poszukiwania	komunistycznych	zbrodniarzy	(tvrodzina.pl)	
•	Zabójstwa	Polaków	w	Czechosłovacji.	Śledztwo	IPN	(fakty.interia.pl)	
	
October	2018	
•	Soud	slyšel	příběh	uprchlíka,	kterého	v	ČSSR	věznili	za	cestu	na	Západ	
(idnes.cz)	
	
November	2018	
•	An	interview	with	Dr	Andreja	Valič	Zver	(SCNR)	and	Dr.	Boštjan	Kolarič	(SCNR)	
on	NOVA	24TV	Slovenia	
	
December	2018	
•	Soudci	nemuseli	být	v	KSČ.	Byli	tam	jen	ti,	kteří	si	chtěli	šplhnout	u	režimu,	
vysvětluje	aktivistka	(Czech	Radio)	
	
+	picts	
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Financial	report	as	of	31	December	2018	
	

	

Financial report as of 31 December 2018 

Period 01.01.2018-31.12.2018 

Account name Closing balance EUR 

Cash on hand 292,81 

Bank account CZK 1 539,05 

Bank account EUR 312 211,96 

Cash in transit 1 657,3 

Goods in stock 18 357,66 

Customers 312,96 

Receivables to employees 60,00 

Other receivables 3 711,70 

Accrued assets 41,98 

Deferred costs 3 683,76 

Fixed Assets 2 137,61 

Depreciation -178,23 

Total assets 343 828,56 ! !
Suppliers 19 167,40 

Liabilities to employees and institutions 45,36 

Other payables 6 060,99 

Accrued payables 5 700,29 

Deferred revenues 207 007,19 

Profit/lost for last period 63 127,06 

Profit/loss for period 42 720,27 

Total liabilities 343 828,56 

 

Office supplies 2 836,97 

Sold goods 1 490,82 

Energy consumption - office 3 024,66 

Travel expenses 57 649,69 

Representation expenses 5 935,02 

Services 131 818,14 

Salaries costs 63 350,05 

Other taxes and charges 156, 45 

Depreciation 178,23 

FX losses 6 545,53 

Other expenses 116,14 

Bank fees  1 527,73 

Total costs 274 629,43 

  

Bank interest 249,87 

FX gains 1 310, 17 

Revenues from merchandise 1 609,74 

Revenues from services 1 408,71 

Received contributions 312 771,22 

Total income 317 349,70 


