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Press release

Institute of National Remembrance would like to exhume
Polish victims of the Communist regime in former
Czechoslovakia

Prague/Warsaw, 16 June 2017. At a meeting with the Institute of National
Remembrance IPN in Warsaw earlier this week, the Platform of European Memory and
Conscience handed over documents pertaining to the killings of 13 Polish citizens who
died on the Czechoslovak electrified Iron Curtain on the border with Austria between
1961-1965. The IPN and its subordinated Main Commission for the Prosecution of Crimes
against the Polish Nation is ready to exhume the remains of the Polish victims of the Iron
Curtain in Czechoslovakia.

At a meeting in Warsaw on Monday with prosecutors led by Andrzej Pozorski, Director of the
Main Commission for the Prosecution of Crimes against the Polish Nation, Platform Managing
Director Neela Winkelmann handed over to the IPN documents related to the deaths by
electrocution of 13 Polish citizens in the years 1961-1965, when the Czehoslovak Iron Curtain
was charged with electric current of 4,000-6,000 V. The main surviving responsible person is
former Minister of Interior and later Prime Minister of Czechoslovakia Lubomir Strougal (*1924).

The Institute of National Remembrance has an expertise in exhuming and identifying victims of
totalitarian crimes from unmarked sites and mass graves, for the purpose of criminal
investigation and a dignified re-burial.

“The Institute of National Remembrance is keen on locating and exhuming the remains of Polish
refugees killed on the Iron Curtain in former Czechoslovakia. Platform researchers will provide the
necessary information as soon as possible,” says Platform Managing Director Neela Winkelmann.

For more information, please contact:
Goran Lindblad, President, president@memoryandconscience.eu ,+46-706710366
Neela Winkelmann, Managing Director, director@memoryandconscience.eu, +420-222 561 053

The Platform of European Memory and Conscience brings together 55 public and private institutions and
organisations from 13 EU Member States, Ukraine, Moldova, Iceland, Albania, Canada and the USA waorking in
the field of coming to terms with the legacy of totalitarianism on European soil. We represent about 200,000
Europeans and over 1,100,000 North American citizens with European roots.
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