Preserving the lesson of the Iron Curtain

The role of n¢




Nature & History go hand in hand




The German Green Belt: Some facts
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» By far longest existing habitat network system
> 146 different types of habitats!

» Over 1,200 species of the German Red Lists of Threatened
Species

» 1,400 Kilometers length

» 17,700 Hectares area (comparable to the size of a National
Park!)



Green Belt in the Eichsfeld, 1990



Green Belt in the Eichsfeld, 1992



A long and continuing struggle

for political support
-



Areas with and without protection
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Gaps in the Green Belt
-
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...thanks to donators



Experience Green Belt
-

Monument Commemorative
protection Culture

Preservation of the Green Belt

Project “Experience Green Belt”

» Nature conservation and tourism
» 2007 — 2010 (and beyond)

» Funded by the German Environmental Ministry
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Slogans
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Elbe / Altmark /
Wendland: ,Border
experiences in the
quadripoint country’

Harz: ,Paths
through nature and

history’

Thuringian / Franconian
Forest: ,Green Belt - an
(inter)active experience’




Mapping — Planning




Creation / improvement of habitats
N




Nature experience

eSS
» hiking paths

» canoeing

» biking courses

» audio guided tours

» guided tours

(specific education
programmes
for nature guides)

» work camps







Preserving history
~

» historic workshops

» cooperation with
border museums

» development and

reconstruction of
border relicts




Preserving history

» Interviews with
contemporary
witnesses
(recordings used in
audio guided tours)




Art projects with schools



Offer of information
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Green Belt Exhibitions:

» New national park visitor center
TorfHaus

> Probstzella — former border
crossing point (railway)

» Modlareuth — divided village




Offer of information
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www.experiencegreenbelt.de

129 Information boards




Printed information




Public relations — Events




Attitudes of total population and

people living at the Green Belt
B

Results of comparative surveys in 2007 and 2010:

» Majority in favour of conservation and development of the
Green Belt

» The Green Belt is perceived as “something positive”, a
symbol of the historic development

» Share of population in favour of destroying all remnants of
the former borderline has been reduced



2016: New brochure

“Searching for tracks in the Green Belt”
-



2016: New brochure
..



Thank vou for vour attention




