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To  
Mr Herman Van Rompuy 

President 

European Council 

Rue de la Loi 175   

B-1048 Bruxelles 

Belgique 

 
by e-mail: press.president@consilium.europa.eu  
and by post 
 

                                                                                         Göteborg, 7 February 2014 
 

 

SITUATION IN UKRAINE: URGENT APPEAL TO SEND EU OBSERVER MISSION  

 

Dear President Van Rompuy, 

 

It is with growing alarm that we are following the escalation of violence in 

Ukraine after the break of the EU accession negotiations. Our Member organisation 

in Ukraine is sending us worrying reports about the growing violations of 

fundamental human rights and freedoms, which were further endorsed by new 

non-democratic legislation (see “EuroMaidan Newsletters” on our website).   

Sharp ammunition is being used against demonstrators, as well as water cannons 

at sub-zero temperatures. Civilians are being killed, injured and even abducted and 

tortured.  The freedom of speech, assembly, movement and press are being 

severely restricted. 

Dear President, on behalf of the Platform of European Memory and 

Conscience, an organisation among whose goals it is to prevent the recurrence of 

any non-democratic rule in Europe, we urge you to take bold steps to stop any 

further harm to civilians in Ukraine. This is a time when the European Union, 

representing the democratic order, is required to show leadership.  We urge you to 
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use all the power of your authority to help reinstate the rule of law and observance 

of fundamental human rights in Ukraine.  May we stress that it has ceased to be an 

issue of EU –accession, becoming instead an issue of life and death for our friends 

and colleagues standing for European values in Kiev, Lviv and other Ukrainian cities 

and communities.  

 

Dear President, the European Parliament passed a resolution on Ukraine yesterday 

in which it calls, among other things, for the establishment of a permanent European 

Parliament mission in Ukraine.  The Platform of European Memory and Conscience 

endorses this call and in addition and in line with the suggestions of our Ukrainian 

Members, we appeal to the European Union to send a permanent observer mission of 

the European Union to Ukraine whose task it will be to seek diplomatic ways to promote 

a calming of the situation and a return to established democratic procedure for solving 

the political crisis. We consider it very important that next to Members of the European 

Parliament, the EU executive branch – the EU Council and the European Commission 

be permanently represented as observers in Ukraine. The Platform of European Memory 

and Conscience gladly offers support and cooperation in setting up this mission. We must 

not look aside when fundamental human rights and freedoms are being violated in an 

Eastern neighbourhood country. The European Union must act in its own interest – lest 

democracy in Europe as a whole be weakened by the threat of this swelling conflict.  

 

We are sending the same letter to the President of the European Commission  

Mr Manuel Barroso and to the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs 

and Security Policy Ms Catherine Ashton. 

 

Thank you very much for responding to our appeal and for taking action. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Göran Lindblad 

President 


